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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the following claims: 

1) (Previously Presented) A system for pennitting a seeking entity to establish a new 
business relationship with a sought entity, the system comprising: 

a computer including a storage for storing data and instructions and a processor 
for executing instructions stored in the storage; the storage containing instructions 
corresponding to: 

a) an inquiry receiving component for receiving an inquiry fi-om the seeking 

entity; 

b) a response receiving component for receiving a response indicating an 
existing relationship between the sought entity and an intermediate entity; and 

c) a confiiming component for confirming, based on the re sponse, that the 
new relationship may be established, the response being indicative of a trust level of the 
sought entity by the intermediate entity regarding the existing relationship; 

d) a verification component for determining whether infoimation can be 
shared between entities in accordance with rights management. 

2) (Currently Amended) A transitive trust network system including a plurality of 
interconnected entities for sharing information comprising: 

at least one computer for storing data and instructions and a processor for 
executing instructions stored in the storage: the storage containing instructions 
corresponding to: 

b) a) at least one entity trust list containing at least one chai actei istic of at least 
two of the entities, a level of trust being gauged by the at least one charactiaistic; m4 

c) b) at least one transactional trust list containing at least one paiwieter relative 
to an exchange between at least two of the entities through at least one degree of 
separation between the entities, the at least one parameter comprising a pjoxy parameter, 
the proxy parameter being indicative of an action that a trusted party can perform on 
behalf of a trusting party; and - 
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at least one receiving component thai ^ ft ^Kirein th e Ejvoteni retriovofa obtains 
infonnation from the at least one entity trust list and the at least one transactional trust list 
in order to provide a framework for at least two of the entities to establish relationships 
between one another. 

3) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 2, wherein the 
plurality of interconnected entities corr^ond to nodes on a network. 

4) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 3, wherein the 
network is a wide area network. 

5) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 3, wherein the 
network is the Internet. 

6) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 3, wherein the 
entities are business entities, and wherein the system provides a framework Ibr the business 
entities to discover, validate and establish business relationships over the network. 

7) (Original) The transitive tmst network system according to claim i wherein the at 
least two entities have capabilities of sharing information about other entities, e.ich of the other 
entities being at least one of a business partner and a known contact. 

8) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 2, wherein the 
entity trust list contains, for a respective entity, at least one of; names of known entities and 
identifying characteristics thereof; previous transactions between the respective entity and other 
entities; historical transactions between the respective entity and other entities; qoality ratings of 
the historical transactions; overall rating of other entities; and map of entity relationships. 

9) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 8, wherein the 
map of entity relationships includes at least information that identifies entities and which other 
entities they know, and information about how relationships were formed between such entities. 

10) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 2, wherein the 
transactional trust list has proxy trust parameters and activity trust parameters. 
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1 1) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 10, wherein the 
proxy trust parameters include at least; an ability of a respective entity to fbnvard requests to 
other trusted entities; ability to add new entities as trusted entities; ability \o communicate 
opinions about a predetermined entity to other entities; and ability to dynamically create proxy 
parameters that are specified by any two cooperating entities. 

12) (Previoxisly Presented) The transitive trust network system according to claim 10, 
wherein activity trust parameters include at least one of: types of transactions a respective entity 
can handle; activity trust levels; and past activity with a predetermined entity. 

13) (Currenfly Amended) A transitive trust network system including a plurality of 
interconnected entities for sharing informatio n, th e tronflitive trust n e t ^ vork oystoin oompriQing at 
loQflt ono oomputQT, comprising: 

a^ at least one computer including a storage for storing data and instructions 
and a proce ssor for executing instmctions stored in the storage: the stora ge cnntfliniTip 
instructions corresponding to: 

b} a) an entity trust list containing at least one characteristic oi at least two of 
the entities, a level of trust being gauged by the at least one characteristic; 

c}b) a transactional trust list containing at least one parameter relative to an 
exchange between at least two of the entities through at least one degriie of separation 
between the entities, the at least one parameter comprising a proxy parameter, the proxy 
parameter being indicative of an action that a trusted party can perform on behalf of a 
trusting party; and 

dl^ a capability domain and activity trust level data base for each of the at 
least two entities, the data base having a plurality of levels of trust an^l a plurality of 
entity roles, the capability domain and activity trust data base comprising a plurality of 
entries, each entry being indexed by an entity role and a level of trust, each said entry 
being indicative of a corresponding business process: and 

^ at least one receiving component tt^at whoroin tho Rynt e m r. ^ tn'nvnc nlM^inc 
information from the entity trust list and the transactional trust list in order to provide a 
framework for at least two of tiie entities to establish relationships between one another. 
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14) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to chiim 13, wherein 
each respective role in the plurality of roles defines a respective function that cm; entity fulfills to 
another entity. 

15) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 13, wherein 
each respective level of trust in the plurality of levels of trust defines a respective degree of tru$t 
betweai one entity iand another entity. 

16) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 13, wherein a 
respective business process of a plurality of business processes is associated with each 
combination of a respective role of the plurality of roles and a respective trust level of the 
plurality of trust levels. 

17) (Currently Amended) A transitive trust network system including a plurality of 
interconnected entities for sharing informatio n, tho tronoitivo tiuot network s ys ten oompriising at 
l e ngt on e oomputor, comprising: at least one computer including a storage for storing data and 
instructions and a nrocessor for executing instructions stored in the storage- the storage 
containing instructions corresponding to: a capability domain and activity trust level data base 
for each of the at least two entities, the database having a plurality of level;; of trust and a 
plurality of entity roles, the c«5)ability domain and activity trust level data baMe comprising a 
plurality of entries, each entry being indexed by an entity role and a level of truest each said entry 
being indicative of a corresponding business proces s, wheroin tho oysto m ; aad at least one 
receiving component that f e tri e v e a obtains information fix)m an 4he entity tmst list and a ^ 
transactional trust list in order to provide a fi-amework for at least two of the entities to establish 
relationships between one another. 

18) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claun 17, wherein 
each respective level of trust in the plurality of levels of trust defines a respective degree of trust 
between one entity and another entity. 

19) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to clajm 17, wherein 
each respective role in the plurality of roles defmcs a respective function that one entity fulfills to 
another entity. 
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20) (Original) The transitive trust network system according to claim 17, wherein a 
respective business process of a plurality of business processes is associated with each 
combination of a respective role of the plurality of roles and a respective trust level of the 
plurality of trust levels. 

21) (Currently Amended) A metho d, in a computer system, of estiblishing a new 
business relationship with a sought entity over a network, the method comprising: 

a) sendin g^by a first computer to a second computer, aii inquiry to an 
intennediate entity to deteimine if the intermediate entity has an existing relationship 
with the sought entity; 

b) receivin g, bv the first computer, a response fi-om the intermediate enfity 
indicating an existing relationship between the sought entity and the intermediate entity; 
and 

c) establishing the new business relationship with the sou^t entity based on 
the response, the response being indicative of a trust level of the sougit entity by the 
intermediate entity and of a corresponding valuation criterion, the trust level being 
dependent on the corresponding valuation criterion. 

22) (Original) The method of claim 21, further comprising specifying an acceptable 
degree of separation and determining whether the existing relationship exists witliin the specified 
degree of separation. 

23) (Currently Amended) A metho d, in a compute system, of establishing a 
relationship with an unknown company comprising: 

a) queryin g, bv a first computer to a second computer, at Itsast one trusted 
company to determine the existence of a relationship between the at hiast one trusted 
company and the unknown company; 

b) receivia gj3y the first computer, a confirmation of a relationship between 
the at least one trusted company, the confirmation being indicative of a tmst level of the 
tmknown company by one of the at least one trusted company and a C'>rresponding at 
least one valuation criterion, the trust level of the unknown company being dependent on 
the corresponding at least one valuation criterion; and 



-6- 



PAGE mm AT mm 5:25:09 PM [Eastern Standard Time) ^ SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/3 ' mmiM ' CSID:13124635001 ' DURATION (mni-ss):t548 



03/0.7/2005 16:26 FAX 13124635001 



BANNER & WITCOFF 



©009/028 



Amendment dated 3/7/05 /^Jicati( m No. 09/945,469 

Response to Qfi&ce Action dated 1 2/07/04 

c) establishing a relationship with the unknown company in response to 
receiving the oonjSxmation. 

24) (Currently Amended) A metho d, in a computer system, of establishing 
relationships between al least two entities comprising the steps of: 

a) receivin g, by an associated computer, at a second entity a contact 
identifying a first entity; 

b) checking a list of trusted entities by the second entity to determine if the 
first Mitity is a trusted ratity; 

c) querying, another computer bv the associated computer, if the fii^t entity 
is not a trusted entity and if a proxy parameter is indicative that trusted entities are 
pennitted to forward requests to other trusted parties, the trusted entities and specifying a 
predetermined degree of separation; and 

d) establishing a relationship between the first and second entities when 
the first entity is known by at least one respective entity of the trusi^ entities, the 
relationship being based on information fi-om one of the trusted entities, the 
information being indicative of a trust level about the first entity. 

25) (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the method further 
comprises providing a capability domain and activity trust level data base for each of entities, the 
database having a pliirality of levels of trust and a plurality of entity roles. 

26) (Original) The method according to claim 25, wherein each respective role in the 
plurality of roles defines a respective function that one entity fiilfiUs to another entity. 

27) (Original) The method according to claim 25, wherein each respective level of 
trust in the plurality of levels of trust defines a respective degree of trust between one entity and 
another entity, 

28) (Original) The method according to claim 25, wherein a respective business 
process of a plurality of business processes is associated with each combination of a respective 
role of the plurality of roles and a respective trust level of the plurality of trust levels. 
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29) (Original) The method according to claim 24, wherein the method further 
comprises providing a capability domain and activity trust level database for each of entities, the 
matrix having a plurality of levels of trust and a plurality of entity roles, 

30) (Currently Amended) A method in a transitive trust network for pix)viding a 
framework for at least two entities to establish relationships between one another, the transitive 
trust network including at least one computer, c omprising the steps of: 

a) receivin g^ bv an associated computer, at a second entity a contact 
identifying a first entity; 

b) checking a list of trusted entities, associated with the second entity, by the 
second entity to determine if the first entity is a trusted entity; 

c) querying, another computer bv the associated computer, i f the first entity 
is not a trusted entity and if a proxy parameter is indicative that trasted entities are 
permitted to forward requests to other trusted parties, by the second entity at least a third 
entity of the trusted entities associated with the second entity, and specifying a 
predetermined degree of separation; 

d) checking a list of trusted entities, associated with the third entity, by the 
third entity to determine if the first entity is a trusted entity; 

e) continuing querying and checking, if the furst entity is not a trusted entity, 
until a maximum separation of the degree of separation is reached or until the first entity 
is known to a respective trusted entity; and 

f) establishing a relationship between the first and second entities when the 
first entity is known by at least one respective entity of the tiust*Ml entities, the 
relationship being based on information from one of the least one respfritive entity, the 
information being indicative of a level of trust about the first entity. 

31) (Original) The method according to claim 30, wherein the method further 
comprises providing a capability domain and activity trust level data base for each of the entities, 
the data base having a plurality of levels of trust and a plurality of entity roles. 

32) (Original) The method according to claim 31, wherein each respeitive role in the 
plurality of roles defines a respective function that one entity fulfills to another endty. 
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33) (Origiiial) The method according to claim 31, \^^erein each respective level of 
trust in the plurality of levels of trust defines a respective degree of tnist between one entity and 
anothw entity. 

34) (Original) The method according to claim 31, wherein a resj^ective business 
process of a plurality of business processes is associated with each combinatioii of a respective 
role of the plurality of roles and a respective trust level of the plurality of trust le\^els. 

35) (Cuiiently Amended) A method in a transitive trust network for providing a 
framewoik for Companies to establish relationships between one another, th<' h-fltiRi'tive trust 
network including at least one computer, comprising the steps of: 

a) contactin g^ between a first computer and a second comnuter. a first 
company by a second company regarding a potential relationship; 

b) checking, by the first company, a trusted user list thereof and determining 
if the second company is known to the first company; 

c) querying, by the first company when the second compaay is unknown, 
companies that are trusted users thereof to determine who is available for peer requests; 

d) notifying, by a third company, the first company that the tliird company is 
an active peer, 

e) verifying, by the third company, a rights management model that exists 
between the third company and the first company; 

f) querying, by the first company, the third company to determine if the 
second company is known to the third company, specifying a maximum of a 
predetOTnined number of degrees of s^aration; 

g) querying, by the third company when the second company is unknown, 
companies that are trusted users thereof to determine who is available for ])eer requests; 

h) forwarding, by the third company, based on a respecti\^e list of peei^ 
thereof and a trust agreement between the first company and the third company, a "Do 
You Know" query to further Companies on behalf of the first company, verifying rights 
management models between all peers; 

i) verifying by the further Companies the rights management model and 
determining if any of the further Companies know the second company; 
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j) querying, by a respective company of the furth^ Com))anies when the 
respective company knows the second company, the second company to determine if the 
second company is active for peer requests; 

k) responding by the respective company to the third company with an 
affirmative on knowing the second company, in response to the "Do You Know" query; 

1) notifying, by the third company* the first company that the third company 
knows the second company ttirou^ the predetermined number of degrees of separation, 
and passing transitive trust rights to the first company; 

m) establishing, by the first company, contact with the respective company 
through the trust passed by the third company; 

n) querying, by the fii^t company, the further company for .an "opinion" on 
the second company, the further company providing feedback based on rights rules; and 

o) establishing, by the first company, a relationship with the second company 
based on the feedback from the further company, 

36) (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medivim for use in a transitive trust 
network for providing a fiamework for at least two of the entities to establish relationships 
between one another, the computer-readable medium having computer-execxrtable instructions 
for performing the steps comprising: 

a) receiving at a second entity a contact identifying a first entity; 

b) checking a list of trusted entities by the second entity to iletermine if the 
first entity is a trusted entity; 

c) querying, if the first entity is not a trusted entity and if a proxy parameter 
is indicative that trusted entities are permitted to forward requests to othei- trusted parties, 
the trusted entities and specifying a predetermined degree of separation; ajid 

d) establishing a relationship between the first and second entities when 
the first entity is known by at least one respective entity of the trusted entities, the 
relationship being based on information from one of the at least one respective entity, 
the information being indicative of a level of trust about the first entity. 

37) (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium having storai thereon a data 
structure comprising: 
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a) a capability domain having a plurality of aitity roles within a 
predetermined degree of separation; and 

b) an activity trust domain having a plxirality of levels of trust; 

c) a respective business process of a plurality of business processes being 
associated with each combination of a respective role of the plurality of roles and a 
respective trust level of the plxirality of trust levels, wherein the data structure is indexed 
by the capability domain and the activity trust domain to obtain a corresponding business 
process. 

38) (Original) The computer-readable medium having stored thereon a data structure 
according to claim 37, wherein each respective role in the plurality of roles defines a respective 
function that one entity fulfills to another entity, 

39) (Original) The computer-readable medium having stored thereon a data structure 
according to claim 37, wherein each respective level of trust in the plurality of levels of trust 
defines a respective degree of trust between one entity and another entity. 

40) (Previously Presented) The transitive trust network system of chdm 13, wherein 
the corresponding business process is selected frorn a group consisting of a dijsign process, a 
source process, a plan process, a buy process, a make process, a sell process, a fulfill process, 
and a service process. 

41) (Previously Presented) The transitive trust netwoiic system of claim 13, wherein 
the entity trust list includes an overall trust score between two entities, the overall trust score 
being determined from an associated plurality of entries of the capability domain and activity 
trust level data base. 

42) (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24, wherein each of the trusted 
entities is associated with an associated trust level that is more trusted than a predetermined 
minimum trust level, wherein the predetermined minimum trust level is established by an 
associated proxy parameter. 

43) (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30, wherein the third entity is 
associated with an associated trust level that is more trusted than a predetermined minimum trust 
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level, wherein the predetennined mininimn trust level is established by an associated proxy 
parameter. 

44) (Currently Amended) A selected entity that supports establishing a new business 
relationship with another interconnected entity in a transitive trust network, thi3 oeleotcd entity 
oompriaing at looat on e comput g, the selected entity comprising; 

a computer including a storage for storing data and instructions and a processor 

for executi ng instructions stored in the storage: the storage contain inj^ instructions 

corresponding to: 

a trust component that stores a trust level for each directly inter* »nnected entity 
and at least one corresponding valuation criterion for determining the trust level and that 
obtains an associated trust level of a sought entity through an interconnected intermediate 
entity if the sought entity is not directly interconnected to the selected entity, the trust 
component comprising: 

an entity trust portion that includes a first data structure, the first data 

structure storing a distinguishing characteristic of each said directly 

int«xx>nnected entity, a degree of trust being indicative of tht; distinguishing 

characteristic; and 

a transactional trxist portion that includes a second data structure, the 
second data structure including a plurality of transactional parameters, the 
plurality of transactional parameters being indicative of criteria foj' conducting the 
new business relationship, the plurality of transactional parameters comprising: 

a proxy parameter that is indicative of an activity, the activity 
being performed by a trusted party on behalf of a trusting party, and 

a plurality of activity-trust parameters being indexed by an activity 
trust domain and a capability domain, the activity trusi domain being 
indicative of an activity trust level, the capability domain being indicative 
of an activity process level, each activity-trust parameter being indicative 
of an associated business process; and 
a transactional component that provides peer-to-peer capability for sharing 
information with the other interconnected entity, the transactional comjionent utilizing 
information from the trust component. 
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